• Considerable value would accrue if an adequate, widely accepted and widely used set of terms and symbols for describing indicatordilution curves could be established. Some initial efforts have been made in this regard. 1 -2 The following set of definitions is the result of a collaborative effort by the participants in this symposium. These terms and symbols are used, with several exceptions, throughout this symposium. All terms and symbols not included below are defined in the particular article in which they are used. Efforts to continue and extend the use of this set of terms and symbols are encouraged. EAKL b. tj is the time from t 0 to the end of injection. Note: Intervals of time measured between designated times, one of which is not t 0 , are designated by two subscripts which correspond to those of the designated times. c. ti is the time from t o to the centroid of the injection. Note: In practice it is usually assumed that the injection is symmetric with respect to ti; therefore, ti is one-half the total injection time. d. t,, is the time from t o to the first detectable appearance of indicator at the sampling site. e. t P is the time from t o to the peak (maximal) concentration of the curve. j . t = s:
where t is the time measured from t|. This is the first moment of the normalized curve and is usually considered to be the mean transit time. See k.
Zierler and Gonzalez-Fernandez, this symposium. t s is the time from t 0 to the point on the descending limb of the indicator-dilution curve at which the concentration first exceeds the value predicted by a seinilog extrapolation. 1. C p is the peak (maximal) concentration of indicator. m. C r is the peak (maximal) concentration of indicator during the reeirculation hump of the curve in the absence of a leftto-right shunt. n. Ci ; is the minimal concentration of indicator occurring between C,, and C r . o. T (tau) = the "time constant" of the exponential decay of the indicator-dilution curve. It is the reciprocal of the seinilog slope, i.e., ] log *Tlie subscript L is a small capital.
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where Ci and C-_> represent indicator concentration, at times t, and t-. It is also the time required for the concentration to decay to 1/c of its initial value where p = 2.7183, the base of natural logarithms. /). Laplace iraiisform and conrolntional iniegral 1. s = Laplace complex variable 2. X (lambda) = time translation in convolution 3. G(s), II(s), etc. = transfer functions
